NOBLE ESSENCES
We twined for our heads, I remember, garlands of ivy, as a
plain British substitute for the authentic vine, while, too,
Reginald borrowed from me the enormous Brigade of Guards
grey greatcoat I was wearing. I still recall with pleasure the
sight of him thus garbed and wreathed, prancing about,
the full skirts of my magnificent coat trailing behind him on
the grass, so that he looked as if he were a child dressed up
in the clothes of his parents. More than ever he resembled
an oriental version of Silenus.
His writings to a large extent make permanent the qualities
of his personality. The manner of his books no doubt possesses
its faults; it lacks the repose, for example, to be found in the
novels of Jane Austen, for whom he cherished so great a venera-
tion. It may, in addition, be thought to have started the
rhapsodical hyperboles of the modern flower-worshipper.
Nevertheless, a most genuine love of beauty permeates his
books; they are stamped with his unusual individuality, and
in all of them is to be found a powerful surge of original
humour and of wit. He was a prolific author, and of his
various novels and other works,1 in some ways the most
interesting and representative is The Rainbow Bridge, published
posthumously. For, only two years after the glimpse we have
caught of him, he died in Burma, it was said of diphtheria,
though since no doctor could reach him, and he was unattended
save by his native servants, this is not certain.
The letter which follows was written during his last months,
and I append it here because it reveals a little of what both he
and I had suffered in the war years, though at the time we had
apparently differed in our opinions, or at least in our expression
of them.
1 The following list of Reginald Farcer's books is not by  any means
exhaustive:
The House of Shadows, 1906               Alpines and Bog-Plants, 1908
The Sundered Streams, 1907                 The Anne-Queen's Chronicle, 1909
The Ways of Rebellion, 1908               In a Torkshire Garden, 1909
In Old Ceylon, 1908                            On the Eaves of the World, 1917
The Dowager of Jerusalem, 1908          The Rainbow Bridge, 19121
My Rock-Garden^ 1907